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The first case was performed  in 1979: a femoral shaft fracture was treated with 3 elastic nails, and was named 
the ‘tour Eiffel’ system. Rapidly only two nails were judged necessary for adequate stability and to avoid 
adjunctive immobilisation. Communications were given all around the world either by members of the Nancy 
surgical staff, or other surgeons using this technique. Five courses were organized in Nancy: courses in French in 
1985 and 1987, in German in 1989, and in English in 1991 & 1993. 
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